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CC SOP Virtual Workshop
Megan Porter October 28, 2021

Objectives The assessment process

Who is NCRLAP?

ECERS-R and ITERS-R

Who is 
NCRLAP?
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Four 
Environment 
Rating Scales

Scroll down
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Videos

Online trainings

Worksheets

 The information shared today 
is about the requirements for 
the ERS.

 Remember to check with the 
Division of Child Development 
and Early Education (DCDEE), 
the toolkit, and Environmental 
Health for their 
recommendations.

 Programs should meet 
requirements related to 
COVID-19 and across all 
agencies.



10/19/2021

4

10

Assessment process

DCDEE sends a 
request for assessment 

to NCRLAP

Scheduling phone 
call and 
4-week 

window set

Observations 
occur

Assessment Report 
written

Report reviewed 
by DCDEE consultant

What next?

Review 
assessment 
reports

Celebrate 
strengths

Share 
with staff

Plan for areas 
that need 
improvement

Definitions of different age groups

Infants

• Birth through 11 
months

Toddlers

• 12 months through 
30 months

• Child-sized 
furnishings

• Materials that offer 
more challenge

2-year-olds:

• ITERS-R- if half or 
more of the children 
are 30 months and 
younger

• ECERS-R- if more 
than half of the 
children are 31 
months or older
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Teacher interview

Prior to assessment, discuss with 
and explain to staff

Not meant to be 
tricky or misleading

Allows assessors to learn 
more information 

Key terms and definitions

Accessible

Much of the day

Substantial portion of the day

Weather permitting



10/19/2021

6

Most of the time children are awake 
and not involved in routine care

Much of the day

Children need 
access to 
materials and 
furnishings for 
much of the day

No long periods when children 
do not have access

Be mindful of non mobile infants

Substantial portion of the day

Access to specific materials, 
spaces, or activities for o
ne-third of the day

Based on program’s 
operating hours

Affects 11 indicators

Weather permitting

Have a system in 
place to check 
current weather

Provide clear 
policies to staff 
and parents

Ensure appropriate 
clothing for all 
types of weather

Adjust 
scheduled 
outdoor time 
when needed
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• Safe
• Developmentally appropriate 

materials
• Engaging activities

• Meaningful conversations 
during routines and play

• Positive guidance
Environment

Interactions

Schedule
• Free play time
• Quick transitions
• Familiar routines

• Check for potential  
choking and
suffocation hazards

• Toxic substances stored out   
of reach and not used with 
children nearby 

• Electrical outlets covered

• Adequate cushioning under 
gross motor equipment

• Age appropriate materials 
gross motor equipment

• Sufficient fall zone around 
gross motor equipment

Safe environments indoors 
and outdoors
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Gross motor play and equipment
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-Vince Gowmon

Play matters

“The gift of play is that it invites us to create 
without attachment, explore without a destination, 
and enjoy without complexity.”

Materials

Infants: easy to hold, 
stimulate senses, allow for 
cause and effect

Toddlers: dump and fill, 
push/roll/pull, help to 
problem solve, ride on toys

Preschool: allow to use 
imagination, offer more 
of a challenge

Books Fine Motor

Art Music and 
Movement



10/19/2021

10

Dramatic Play Blocks

Nature/S
cience

Math

Item 20, indicator 5.1
Many and varied art materials 
accessible for SPOD

 Drawing materials (required)
 Paints
 Three-dimensional materials
 Collage materials
 Tools

Five categories considered: 

Homemade 
materials
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Language is important

Stimulates brain 
connections and 
development

Builds a 
relationship

Language 
opportunities

• What animal is that?
• You are trying to fit the puzzle 
piece into the spot.
• What color is the turtle?
• How does that puzzle work?

• What do you think will happen if we put these on 
top?

• Why?
• How did you decide which one to put next?
• How tall are you going to build your tower?

Language opportunities
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Language cont.

What do you 
need to do so 
your blocks won’t 
fall over?

Language cont.

How did you 
make those 
colors?

Language cont.

What do you 
think is 
happening in 
this picture?
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Open ended: “How does that work?” “What is happening?”

Prediction: “What do you think will happen?”

Deduction and interpretation: “What do you think of this?”  “Why 
did that happen?”

Thought process: “What do you need to do so it won’t fall over?” 
“How are those materials different?”

Language prompt examples

Questions?

Contact information:
1-866-362-7527
www.ncrlap.org

ncrlap@uncg.edu

North Carolina Rated License 
Assessment Project



10/19/2021

14

References

Harms, T., Clifford, R., & Cryer, D. (2005). Early childhood environment rating 
scale. (Revised edition). New York, NY: Teachers College Press. 

Harms, T., Clifford, R., & Cryer, D. (2006). Infant/toddler environment rating scale. 
(Revised edition). New York, NY: Teachers College Press. 

Harms, T.; Jacobs, E.; & White, D. (2014). School-age care environment rating 
scale. (Updated). New York, NY: Teachers College Press. 

NC additional notes for clarification. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.ncrlap.org

American Academy of Pediatrics. (2019). Caring for our children: National 
health and safety performance standards, Guidelines for early care and 
education programs, 4th ed. Itasca, IL, American Academy of Pediatrics. 


